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ABOUT K12 ACADEMICS

The world’s largest
education resource.

Online since 2004, K12 Academics has helped millions of families, students and educators
find the right school, college, camp, business and program in their community —
for every kind of learner.

A SMALL, HIGH-VALUE MARKET BESIDE HONG KONG

Macau is a small, prosperous, and competitive market — a special administrative region
beside Hong Kong, with a tourism- and gaming-driven economy and relatively good pay. Roles
span international schools, language centres, and tutoring. This program-neutral guide
covers the routes, requirements, the work visa, and pay, and points you to the K12
Academics directory to find roles.

General guidance, notlegal, immigration, or employment advice. Macau rules, pay, and requirements
change and vary by employer. The details here are recent examples and must be confirmed with
Macau's immigration and labour authorities and each employer. K12 Academics does not run or
endorse any specific program — use the K12 Academics directory to find and compare your options.
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STEP 01 OF 10

Understand Why Teachers Choose Macau

WHAT TO KNOW

Macau offers relatively good pay, a compact and safe city, a unique Chinese-Portuguese
culture, and proximity to Hong Kong and mainland China — a small competitive market best
suited to qualified teachers, with a high cost of living to weigh against the salary.
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HOW T O HELP
Weigh Macau's good pay and unique setting against a small competitive market and high costs —

for qualified teachers wanting a compact, prosperous base, it's appealing.

WATCH OoUT

Macau is small, so positions are limited and competitive — qualified, experienced teachers have the
best prospects.
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STEP 02 OF 10

Understand the Types of Teaching Roles

WHAT TO KNOW

Route types include: international schools (following Western curricula, the best pay, for licensed
teachers), private language centres (the more accessible entry), kindergartens, and private
tutoring. The market is compact and concentrated in the city itself. Browse and compare options in
the K12 Academics directory.

BY THE NUMBERS

L 5 - -y * -y

Int'l schools Language centres Kindergartens / tutoring

best pay (licen sed) accessible entry + supplement

HOW TO HELP

Match the route to your profile — a language centre for entry, an international school if licensed, or

tutoring to supplement — then find options in the K12 Academics directory.

GOOD TO KNOW

Find and compare specific international schools, language centres, and recruiters in the Ki2
Academics directory — this guide stays program-neutral.

. K12 ACADEMICS — TEACHING IN MACAU: A GUIDE FOR UNDERSTAND THE TYPES OF

INTERNATIONAL TEACHERS TEACHING ROLES =



el

) STEP 03 OF 10

Check the Requirements

WHAT TO KNOW

A bachelor's degree (in any field) is required for the work visa, along with a 120-hour
TEFL/TESOL/CELTA certificate. Native speakers (from the US, Canada, UK, Australia, NZ, South
Africa, or Ireland) are often preferred, and some positions require prior teaching experience.

International schools require a teaching license and experience. Without a degree, options are very
limited.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW TO HELP

Line up your credentials — a degree (required for the visa) and a 120-hour TEFL; native speakers

are often preferred, and international schools want a license and experience.

GOOD TO KNOW

A degree is required for the work visa — without one, teaching options in Macau are very limited.
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4 STEP 04 OF 10

Understand the Visa & Work
Authorization

WHAT TO KNOW

Teaching legally requires an employer-sponsored work visa, for which a university degreeis a
core requirement. Your employer handles the sponsorship and paperwork, so secure a job first.
You don't need Chinese or Portuguese to teach. Confirm current rules with Macau's immigration and
labour authorities.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW T O HELP
Know your route — an employer sponsors your work visa (a degree is required), and handles the

paperwork, so secure the job first.

GOOD TO KNOW

The work visa requires a degree and is sponsored by your employer — secure the role before
arranging it.

. K12 ACADEMICS — TEACHING IN MACAU: A GUIDE FOR UNDERSTAND THE VISA & WORK

INTERNATIONAL TEACHERS AUTHORIZATION S



B STEP 05 OF 10

Know the Pay & Benefits

WHAT TO KNOW

Pay in Macau is relatively good (its prosperous, gaming-driven economy supports higher salaries
than many markets), with international schools paying the most and often adding benefits. The

trade-off is a high cost of living (comparable to Hong Kong, housing especially), so weigh the salary
against local costs. Tutoring can supplement income.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW TO HELP

Set expectations — relatively good pay (international schools most, with benefits), offset by a high

cost of living comparable to Hong Kong — weigh salary against costs.

GOOD TO KNOW

The high cost of living (housing especially) is the main trade-off — weigh Macau's good pay against it.
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STEP 068 OF 10

Understand Contracts & What to Watch
For

WHAT TO KNOW

International schools offer the fullest packages (pay, benefits, sometimes housing): language
centres are the accessible entry. Check hours, pay, benefits, and work-visa sponsorship, and
factor in housing costs. Because the market is small, favour reputable schools and confirm terms in
writing.

BY THE NUMBERS

- 5y -~ -y L -y

Int'l schools Confirm Factor in

fullest packages visa sponsorship housing costs

HOW TO HELP

Read every offer for hours, pay, benefits, and work-visa sponsorship, and factor in high housing

costs: international schools bundle the best packages.

GOOD TO KNOW
Factor housing costs into any offer — they are high in Macau, as in neighbouring Hong Kong.
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7 STEP 07 OF 10

Get Qualified & Prepared

WHAT TO KNOW

Ensure you have a bachelor's degree (required) and a 120-hour TEFL; for international schools,
bring a teaching license and experience. Prepare your documents and references, and secure a
job offer to arrange the work visa. Some teachers complete a TEFL locally to build connections.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW TO HELP
Get your degree and TEFL (a license and experience for international schools), prepare your

documents, and secure a job offer to arrange the work visa.

GOOD TO KNOW
Some teachers complete a TEFL course locally in Macau to bulld connections that lead to roles.
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STEP 08 OF 10

Plan the Hiring Timeline

WHAT TO KNOW

International schools recruit ahead of the school year (competitively): language centres hire

more year-round. Because the market is small being inthe region (or in Hong Kong) can help you
interview and network. Allow time for the work visa once you have an offer.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW TO HELP

Plan around the calendar — international schools recruit ahead of the school year, language centres

year-round — and being in the region helps you network in a small market.

GOOD TO KNOW

Being in the region (or nearby Hong Kong) helps you interview and network — useful in such a compact
market.
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STEP 09 OF 10

Prepare for the Move

WHAT TO KNOW

You don't need Chinese or Portuguese to teach (though Cantonese helps daily life). Macauis a
compact, safe, and prosperous city, blending Chinese and Portuguese heritage, with excellent
food and easy access to Hong Kong and mainland China — but budget for a high cost of living.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW TO HELP

Prepare practically — teach in English (Cantonese helps daily life): Macau is compact, safe, and

prosperous, with easy access to Hong Kong — but budget for high costs.

GOOD TO KNOW

Macau blends Chinese and Portuguese heritage in a compact, prosperous city — with easy access to
Hong Kong and the mainland.
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STEP 10 OF 10

Find Your Role ® Thrive

WHAT TO KNOW

Once you know your route, find and compare specific international schools, language centres,
and recruiters inthe K12 Academics directory. Target roles matching your credentials, verify each
contract and work-visa sponsorship, and factor in housing. Confirm current rules with Macau's
immigration and labour authorities.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW T O HELP
Use the K12 Academics directory to find and compare international schools, language cenires, and

recruiters, target credential-matched roles, and verify each contract and work-visa sponsorship.

WATCH OoUT

Browse the K12 Academics directory to find the specific schools, centres, and recruiters that fit your
credentials and goals.
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QUICK REFERENCE

Teaching in Macau: The Essentials

A snapshot — program-neutral. Confirm details with Macau's immigration and labour authorities and
each employer.

The market

A small, prosperous, and competitive special administrative region beside Hong Kong, with a tourism-
and gaming-driven economy and relatively good pay; positions are limited, so qualified teachers have
the best prospects.

The routes

International schools (Western curricula, best pay, licensed teachers), private language centres (the more
accessible entry), kindergartens, and private tutoring; the market is compact and city-based — find and
compare in the directory.

native speakers are often preferred, and some positions require experience; international schools
require a license and experience,

Visa

Teaching reguires an employer-sponsored work visa, for which a university degree is a core
requirement; your employer handles the paperwork, so secure the job first; you don't need Chinese or
Portuguese to teach.

Pay & move
Relatively good pay (international schools most, with benefits), offset by a high cost of living comparable
to Hong Kong (housing especially); weigh salary against costs, and futoring can supplement income.

Requirements
A bachelor's degree (any field) is required for the work visa, along with a 120-hour TEFL/TESOL/CELTA;
@B
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YOUR TEACHING-IN-MACAU JOURNEY STARTS HERE

Find Your
Community.

Explore our other Teaching in [Country] guides, and find and compare
programs, schools, and recruiters in the K12 Academics directory — among
1,297 free resources.

tools.k12academics.com =
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https://tools.k12academics.com/teach-abroad/teaching-in-macau.html

