K12 ACADEMICS — INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SERIES

Studying in
Pakistan

A guide for international students & families — how Pakistan’s
higher education works, the study visa (HEC NOC + interior
clearance), affordable English-medium programs, and strengths.

l<i %mﬁ Find Your Community
— 2026 EDITION



ABOUT K12 ACADEMICS

The world’s largest
education resource.

Online since 2004, K12 Academics has helped millions of families, students and educators
find the right school, college, camp, business and program in their community —
for every kind of learner.

AFFORDABLE, ENGLISH-MEDIUM, STRONG STEM & MEDICINE

Pakistan offers affordable, English-medium degrees at respected universities — LUMS
(business, CS, social sciences), NUST (engineering, IT), and Aga Khan University (world-class
medicine) — at costs well below Western destinations. Foreign nationals get a study visa that
requires an HEC "No Objection Certificate” plus Ministry of Interior clearance. Because

regional conditions vary, check your government's travel advisory. This guide walks it in ten
steps.

General guidance, notlegal, immigration, or travel-safety advice. Pakistani rules, tuition, and
reguirements change, and regional security conditions vary — check your government's current
travel advisory before committing. Confirm details with the HEC, your university, and the Pakistani
mission.
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STEP 01 OF 10

Understand Why Students Choose
Pakistan

WHAT TO KNOW

Pakistan offers affordable, English-medium education: respected universities (LUMS, NUST,
Aga Khan): strong STEM, business, and medicine; and need- and merit-based scholarships
— at a fraction of Westermn costs.

BY THE NUMBERS
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Affordable Respected Strong

English-medium LUMS, NUST, Aga Khan STEM, business, medicine

HOW TO HELP

Weigh Pakistan's affordable, English-taught quality against the regional security context (check

your travel advisory) — for STEM, business, and medicine, its top universities are excellent value.

GOOD TO KNOW

Aga Khan University (medicine/health) and LUMS/NUST (business/engineering) are internationally
respected — the main draws.
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e STEP 02 OF 10

Understand the System

WHAT TO KNOW

Higher education is governed by the Higher Education Commission (HEC). Leading universities
include LUMS (Lahore {1} business, CS, social sciences), NUST (Islamabad {1} engineering, IT), Aga
Khan University (Karachi {1} medicine), IBA Karachi, GIKI (engineering), Habib University, and
Quaid-i-Azam University.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HEC LUMS /NUST / Aga Khan IBA / GIKI / Habib

the governing Doy top universities + gthers

HOW TO HELP
Choose by field — LUMS/IBA for business, NUST/GIKI for engineering, Aga Khan for medicine, Quaid-

i-Azam for sciences — at HEC-recognized universities in Lahore, Islamabad, or Karachi.

WATCH OoUT

Confirm your university and program are HEC-recognized — important for the visa and degree
recognition.
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5 STEP 03 OF 10

Get the Study Visa

WHAT TO KNOW

Foreign nationals need a study visa from a Pakistani embassy/consulate. Crucially, it requires an HEC
"Mo Objection Certificate” (NOC) and clearance from the Ministry of Interior (MOI) — your

university facilitates these (you submit the MOI visa form via the university). Provide attested
academic records.

BY THE NUMBERS
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Study visa HECNOC + MOI University

at the embassy clearance reguired facilitates it

HOW TO HELP

Get your HEC NOC and MOI clearance (facilitated by your university), then apply for the study visa

at a Pakistani mission with attested records.

WATCH oUT
The HEC NOC and Ministry of Interior clearance are the key steps — your university handles them, so
apply early.

@ K12 ACADEMICS — STUDYING IN PAKISTAN: A GUIDE FOR INTERNATIONAL GET THE STUDY

STUDENTS VISA 03



4 STEP 04 OF 10

Apply to Universities

WHAT TO KNOW

Apply directly to universities (each has its own process and deadlines; top universities like LUMS
use admissiontests). Provide HEC-attested transcripts and, where required, English or
standardized-test scores. Teaching at leading universities is in English.

BY THE NUMBERS
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UmMs transcripts

HOW TO HELP

Apply directly to your chosen universities (some hold admission tests), with HEC-attested transcripts

and any required test scores — follow each university's deadlines.

GOOD TO KNOW

Top universities (LUMS, NUST) publish detailed, strict deadlines and admission tests — plan well
ahead.
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STEP 05 OF 10

Plan for Tuition & Funding

WHAT TO KNOW

Tuition is affordable by international standards (well below the US/UK/fAustralia), varying by
university and program. Universities offer need- and merit-based scholarships; the Aga Khan
Foundation and HEC also run programs. Living costs are low.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW TO HELP

Budget the affordable tuition plus low living costs, and pursue university need-fmerit-based

scholarships (and Aga Khan/HEC programs).

GOOD TO KNOW
Universities like LUMS offer generous need-based aid — ask each university's financial-aid office.
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STEP 068 OF 10

Meet the Financial Requirement

WHAT TO KNOW

You'll show proof of funds (bank statements or a sponsor) covering tuition and living, plus a valid

passport and HEC-attested academic records. Confirm the exact evidence with your university and

the Pakistani mission — it varies by nationality and program.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW TO HELP

Prepare proof of funds (bank statements or sponsor) and HEC-attested records — confirm the exact

requirements with your university and the Pakistani mission.

GOOD TO KNOW

Requirements vary by nationality and program — follow your university’s and the missions official
checklist.
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7 STEP 07 OF 10

Meet Language Requirements

WHAT TO KNOW

Teaching at leading universities is in English, so you prove English where required (some programs
and standardized tests). Urdu is the national language and widely spoken: some Urdu helps daily life,
but it's rarely needed for study at top universities.

BY THE NUMBERS
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English Proof Urdu
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HOW TO HELP

Prove English proficiency where required — teaching at leading universities is in English — and pick

up some Urdu for daily life.

GOOD TO KNOW
At top universities, English is the medium of instruction — language is rarely a barrier for study.
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STEP 08 OF 10

Prepare for the Move (& Check
Advisories)

WHAT TO KNOW

After your visa, arrange housing, registration, banking, and a SIM. Universities offer hostels and
support services. Importantly, check your government's travel advisory and follow local and
university guidance, as security conditions vary by region — major university cities (Lahore,
Islamabad, Karachi) cperate normally.

BY THE NUMBERS
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Housing + registration University support Advisories

first tasks hostels & services check & follow

AL,

HOW TO HELP

Handle arrival admin (housing, registration, banking) with university support, and check your

government’s travel advisory and local guidance — conditions vary by region.

WATCH OoUT

Check your government's travel advisory and follow university guidance — major university cities
operate normally, but advisories vary by region.
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STEP 09 OF 10

Explore Fields ® Strengths

WHAT TO KNOW

Pakistan's universities are strong in engineering and computer science (NUST, GIKI), business
(LUMS, IBA), medicine and health (Aga Khan), and the sciences (Quaid-i-Azam). There are also
niche research grounds (e.q., arid agriculture, regional epidemiclogy) with very low costs for long-
term projects.

BY THE NUMBERS
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Engineering/CS Business Medicine

NUST, GIKI LUMS, IBA Aga Khan

HOW T O HELP
Match your field to Pakistan's strengths — engineering/CS (NUST, GIKl), business (LUMS, IBA),

medicine (Aga Khan) — and consider niche research grounds at very low cost.

GOOD TO KNOW
For research, Pakistan's very low costs suit long-term projects in niche fields with competent supervision.
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STEP 10 OF 10

Thrive & Work After Study

WHAT TO KNOW

Degrees from reputable universities (LUMS, NUST, Aga Khan, IBA) are well regarded by local and
regional employers. For medicine, verify recognition and pass the licensing exam where you'll
practice. Confirm the current post-study work pathway if you want to stay.

BY THE NUMBERS
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regionally regarded vearify recognition confirm pathway

HOW TO HELP

Leverage your reputable degree (LUMS/NUST/Aga Khan are well regarded regionally), verify

medical recognition where relevant, and confirm the current post-study work pathway.

WATCH OoUT

For medicine, verify recognition and pass your target country’s licensing exam — the essential step
to practice.
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QUICK REFERENCE

Studying in Pakistan: The Essentials

A snapshot — rules and regional conditions change, so confirm with the HEC, your university, the
Pakistani mission, and your governments travel advisory.

. K12 ACADEMICS — STUDYING IN PAKISTAN: A GUIDE FOR STUDYING IN PAKISTAN: THE
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS ESSENTIALS

The system

Governad by the Higher Education Commission {HEC); leading universities include LUMS (business/CS),
NUST (engineering/IT), Aga Khan University (medicine), IBA Karachi, GIKI, Habib University, and Quaid-i-
Azam; English Is the medium at top universities.

The visa

Foreign nationals need a study visa requiring an HEC No Objection Certificate (NOC) and Ministry of
Interior clearance (facilitated by the university), applied for at a Pakistanl mission with attested records.

Tuition & funding

Affordable (well below Western fees), varying by university/program; need- and merit-based university
scholarships plus Aga Khan and HEC programs; low living costs.

Money & language
Show proof of funds (bank statement/sponsor) and HEC-attested records; teaching at top universities Is
in English {proof where required); Urdu helps daily life.

Safety & after

Check your government's travel advisory (conditions vary by region; major university cities operate
normally); reputable degrees are regionally regarded; medical graduates must verify recognition and
pass the licensing exam.
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YOUR PAKISTAN JOURNEY STARTS HERE

Find Your
Community.

Explore our other Studying in [Country] guides, Top Universities by Country,
and country guides — among 1,297 free resources.
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