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ABOUT K12 ACADEMICS

The world’s largest
education resource.

Online since 2004, K12 Academics has helped millions of families, students and educators
find the right school, college, camp, business and program in their community —
for every kind of learner.

ENGLISH-MEDIUM (AMERICAN-MODEL) UNIVERSITIES, TAX-FREE

Kuwait offers English-medium, American-model private universities — the American
University of Kuwait, the American University of the Middle East, and the Gulf University for
Science and Technology — alongside the public Kuwait University. Add a tax-free income, a
strategic Gulf location, and a fully-funded government scholarship. International students get a
student visa, with the university's help. This guide walks it in ten steps.

General guidance, notlegal or immigration advice. Kuwaiti rules, tuition, and requirements change.
The detalls here are recent examples and must be confirmed with your university, Kuwaiti
immigration, and the Private Universities Council.
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STEP 01 OF 10

Understand Why Students Choose Kuwait

WHAT TO KNOW

Kuwait offers English-medium, American-model universities: affordable tuition (below
Western fees); a strategic Gulf location; a high-income, tax-free environment: and a fully-
funded government scholarship — an accessible Guif destination.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW T O HELP
Weigh Kuwait's English-taught, US-style education and Gulf location against the no-work rule

for students — for an American-model degree in the Gulf, it's a solid option.

GOOD TO KNOW

Private universities (AUK, AUM, GUST) follow American academic and administrative models — and
teach in English.
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e STEP 02 OF 10

Understand the System

WHAT TO KNOW

The main public institution is Kuwait University (which admits a limited number of self-sponsored
international students, competitively). The English-medium private universities include the American
University of Kuwait (AUK), the American University of the Middle East (AUM —the largest),
the Guif University for Science and Technology (GUST), and the American International
University (AIU).

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW TO HELP

Choose Kuwait University (competitive, limited international places) or an English-medium private

university (AUK, AUM, GUST) by field — confirming accreditation.

GOOD TO KNOW

Kuwait University admits limited self-sponsored international students, competitively — private
universities are the more accessible route.
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5 STEP 03 OF 10

Get the Student Visa

WHAT TO KNOW

International students must obtain a student visa: your university’'s admissions office assists (AUK,
for example, helps you obtain a temporary visitor visa to start the study-visa process). You—ll

provide a passport, admission letter, proof of funds ($5,000-10,000), transcripts, and health
insurance.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW TO HELP

Apply for the student visa with your university’s help {(admission letter, funds proof, insurance) —

some universities assist with a visitor visa to begin the process.

GOOD TO KNOW

Renewal requires proof of continued enrolilment, academic performance, and medical clearance —
keep your status in good standing.

.I-HE ACADEMICS — STUDYING IN KUWAIT: A GUIDE FOR INTERNAT IONAL GET THESTUDENT 05
STUDENTS VISA



4 STEP 04 OF 10

Apply to Universities

WHAT TO KNOW

Apply directly to your chosen university (there are typically two intakes a year). Since instruction
at private universities is in English, you prove English (e.qg., TOEFL 60+ or IELTS 6.0, or completion
of the university's intensive English program). Provide transcripts and application documents.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW TO HELP

Apply directly to your chosen university for one of its two intakes, proving English (TOEFL/IELTS or

the university's English program) with your transcripts.

GOOD TO KNOW

If you don't yet meet the English threshold, universities offer an Intensive English Program to qualify —
plan for it if needed.
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B STEP 05 OF 10

Plan for Tuition & Scholarships

WHAT TO KNOW

Private-university tuition is lower than in the US/UK/Australia (Kuwait University is cheaper still).
Kuwait's Ministry of Higher Education offers a fully-funded undergraduate scholarship (tuition,
living expenses, an annual return ticket, and a book allowance, for 4 years): universities and the
Private Universities Council (PUC) also offer scholarships.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW T O HELP
Budget the affordable tuition, and pursue the fully-funded Ministry of Higher Education

scholarship or PUC/university awards.

GOOD TO KNOW

The MeHE scholarship covers tuition, living, an annual ticket, and a book allowance for approved majors
— a major help.
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STEP 068 OF 10

Meet the Financial Requirement

WHAT TO KNOW

You'll show proof of funds ($5,000-10,000) covering tuition and living, plus a passport, admission
letter, transcripts, and health insurance. Since students can't work, funding relies on savings or
scholarships — plan accordingly. Confirm the exact requirements with the Kuwaiti embassy.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW TO HELP

Prepare proof of funds ($5,000-10,000) and insurance, and plan funding via savings or

scholarships — since students can't work, budget fully.

WATCH OoUT

Because students can't work in Kuwait, plan your finances around savings or a scholarship — not part-
time income.
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7 STEP 07 OF 10

Meet Language Requirements

WHAT TO KNOW

Instruction at private universities is in English, so you prove English (TOEFL/IELTS) or complete an
intensive English program. Some Kuwait University programs are in Arabic or a mix. Arabic is the
official language; some Arabic helps daily life.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW T O HELP
Prove English for a private university (or complete its English program), confirm the language for

Kuwait University programs, and pick up some Arabic for daily life.

GOOD TO KNOW

Private universities teach in English; some Kuwait University programs use Arabic or a mix — confirm your
program’s language.
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STEP 08 OF 10

Prepare for the Move

WHAT TO KNOW

After your visa, arrange housing, complete registration, and set up banking and insurance.
Note that some universities (e.qg., AUK) don't provide university housing, so budget for private
accommodation. Kuwait is high-income and safe, with a strategic Gulf location and no personal
income tax.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW TO HELP

Handle arrival admin — housing (often private), registration, banking, insurance — in a high-

income, safe, tax-free country.

GOOD TO KNOW

Some universities provide no university housing — arrange and fund private accommaodation, and
budget accordingly.
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STEP 09 OF 10

Understand Work Rules

WHAT TO KNOW

Be clear on this: a student visa does not permit employment (full- or part-time) in Kuwait. Any
work requires a separate work permit, typically sponsored by a Kuwaiti employer for full-time roles.
Working without authorization risks fines, visa cancellation, or deportation. Fund your studies fully.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW TO HELP

Understand that the student visa doesn't allow work — fund your studies via savings or a

scholarship, and don't risk unauthorized employment.

WATCH OoUT

Working without a proper permit can mean fines, visa cancellation, or deportation — don't rely on part-
time income.
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STEP 10 OF 10

Thrive & Work After Study

WHAT TO KNOW

Kuwait’'s strategic Gulf location gives access to regional job markets and hubs. To work after study,
you'll need an employer-sponsored work permit (there’s no path to citizenship for most
foreigners). Confirm the current post-study pathway if you want to stay.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW TO HELP

Use Kuwait's Gulf location and regional links, and plan for an employer-sponsored work permit

if you want to work after study: confirm the current pathway.

GOOD TO KNOW

Post-study work needs an employer-sponsored work permit — the student visa doesn't convert
automatically.
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QUICK REFERENCE

Studying in Kuwait: The Essentials

A snapshot — figures change, so confirm with your university, Kuwaiti immigration, and the Private
Universities Council.

The system

The public Kuwait University (limited, competitive international places) plus English-medium, American-
model private universities: the American University of Kuwait (AUK), the American University of the
Middle East (AUM), the Gulf University for Science and Technology (GUST), and the American
International University (AlU).

The visa
International students need a student visa, applied for with the university's help (passport, admission

letter, proof of funds $5,000-10,000, transcripts, insurance); renewal needs enroliment, academic
performance, and medical clearance.

Private-university tuition is below Western fees {(Kuwait University cheaper}; the Ministry of Higher
Education offers a fully-funded 4-year scholarship (tuition, living, annual ticket, book allowance); PUC and
university scholarships also exist.

Money & language

Show proof of funds ($5,000-10,000) plus insurance; instruction at private universities is in English
(TOEFL/IELT S or an intensive English program), with some Kuwait University programs in Arabic.

Work & after

Student visas don't permit employment (fund via savings/scholarship); post-study work needs an
employer-sponsored work permit (no citizenship path for most foreigners) — confirm the pathway.

[ Tuition & scholarships
i
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YOUR KUWAIT JOURNEY STARTS HERE

Find Your
Community.

Explore our other Studying in [Country] guides, Top Universities by Country,
and country guides — among 1,297 free resources.
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K]\';T e kKiZacademics.com
gt bl B 2004-2028 K12 Academics


https://tools.k12academics.com/study-abroad/studying-in-kuwait.html

