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ABOUT K12 ACADEMICS

The world’s largest
education resource.

Online since 2004, K12 Academics has helped millions of families, students and educators
find the right school, college, camp, business and program in their community —
for every kind of learner.

AFFORDABLE, YOUNG, ENGLISH OPTIONS — WITH A RECOGNITION CAVEAT

Kosovo is Europe's youngest country — affordable, entrepreneurial, and home to real English-
taught options, most notably RIT Kosovo, which grants US-accredited RIT degrees. One
important caveat: Kosovo is recognized by many but not all countries, so degree
recognition and travel documents vary — verify carefully. Non-EU students need a
residence permit (and, for some, an entry visa). This guide walks it in ten steps.

General guidance, notlegal or immigration advice. Kosovo is recognized by many countries but not
all {including Serbia, Russia, China, and several EU members); degree recognition, documents, and travel
vary significantly by country — verify carefully before relying on a Kosovo qualification. Rules, tuition, and
funds change; confirm all details with the Ministry of Internal Affairs, your university, and the relevant
authorities in the country where you'll use the degree.
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STEP 01 OF 10

Understand the Recognition Caveat First

WHAT TO KNOW

Kosovo declared independence in 2008 and is recognized by many countries but not all (not by
Serbia, Russia, China, or several EU members). This affects degree recognition, document
validity, and travel. A key exception: RIT Kosovo grants US-accredited RIT degrees, which are
internationally recognized regardless.
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HOW TO HELP

Before committing, verify how a Kosovo degree will be recognized in the country where you'll live

and work — and note that RIT Kosovo's US-accredited degrees sidestep this concern.

WATCH OoUT

The recognition caveat is the single most important thing to check — confirm recognition in your
target country before enrolling in a Kosovo-issued (non-RIT) program.
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STEP 02 OF 10

Understand the System

WHAT TO KNOW

Kosovo has seven state universities — led by the University of Prishtina "Hasan Prishtina” (the
largest, ~42 000 students) — plus colleges and RIT Kosovo (English-medium, US-accredited RIT
degrees). There are also private institutions (e.qg., AAB). Degrees are ECTS-based.
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HOW TO HELP

Choose among the University of Prishtina, RIT Kosovo (for a US degree in English), or private

universities — weighing cost against the recognition of the specific degree.

GOOD TO KNOW

RIT Kosova is the standout for international students — an American, English-language degree with global
recognition.
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5 STEP 03 OF 10

Handle Entry: Visa ® Residence Permit

WHAT TO KNOW

Whether you need an entry visa depends on your nationality (check the official list: Kosovo has
limited diplomatic missions, so plan ahead — apply ~3 months early where a visa is needed). All
students staying a semester or longer must apply for a temporary residence permit at the
Ministry of Internal Affairs - Migration Directorate after arrival.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW T O HELP
Check whether your nationality needs an entry visa (apply early if so), then apply for your

temporaryresidence permit at the Migration Directorate after arrival — your university usually
assists.

WATCH OoUT

Kosovo has limited diplomatic missions, so entry-visa logistics can be harder for some nationalities —
start early and lean on your university.

. K12 ACADEMICS — STUDYING IN KOSOVO: A GUIDE FOR HAMDLE ENTRY: VISA &

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS RESIDENCE PERMIT ik



4 STEP 04 OF 10

Apply to Universities

WHAT TO KNOW

Apply directly to universities. The academic year starts in October, with deadlines typically May-

September. Prepare your transcripts, diploma (with recognition where required), a police
background check, and health insurance.
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HOW TO HELP

Apply directly by the May-September window, and prepare your documents (transcripts, diploma

recognition where required, police check, insurance).

GOOD TO KNOW

RIT Kosovo runs its own US-style admissions; the public universities have their own processes — follow
each institution’s exact steps.
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STEP 05 OF 10

Plan for Tuition & Funding

WHAT TO KNOW

Tuition is affordable: international students typically pay ~€1,000-3,000/year at Kosovo
universities, while RIT Kosovo (a US degree) costs more. Scholarships include Erasmus+ and the
Kosovo Scholarship Fund, plus university awards.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW TO HELP

Budget the affordable local tuition (or RIT Kosovo's higher, US-degree fees) plus low living costs,

and pursue Erasmus+ and the Kosovo Scholarship Fund.

GOOD TO KNOW

RIT Kosovo costs more but delivers a US-accredited RIT degree — weigh the price against the global
recognition it provides.
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STEP 068 OF 10

Meet the Financial Requirement

WHAT TO KNOW

For the residence permit you must prove sufficient funds — immigration commonly requires a
minimum of about €5,000 in a bank account — plus health insurance (~€300-600/year) and proof
of accommodation.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW TO HELP
Prepare proof of funds (~€5,000), health insurance, and accommodation proof — all required for

the residence permit.

GOOD TO KNOW
Confirm the current funds figure — it's set by immigration and can change.
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7 STEP 07 OF 10

Meet Language Requirements

WHAT TO KNOW

The main language of instruction is Albanian (Serbian is also official), but many programs —
especially at RIT Kosovo and private institutions — are taught in English. Basic Albanian helps
daily life but isn't needed for English-taught programs.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW TO HELP

Confirm your program's language — choose an English-taught program (RIT Kosovo or a private

university) if you don't speak Albanian — and pick up some Albanian for daily life.

GOOD TO KNOW

You can study entirely in English at RIT Kosovo and several private institutions — Albanian is helpful but
not mandatory there.
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STEP 08 OF 10

Prepare for the Move

WHAT TO KNOW

After arriving, apply for your residence permit at the Migration Directorate, confirm insurance,
and set up banking. University dormitories are limited, so private apartments are common (local
sites and groups help). Living costs are low (€300-500/month).

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW T O HELP
Handle arrival admin — residence permit, insurance, banking — and arrange housing early

(dorms are limited; private apartments are the norm); Prishtina is affordable and walkable.

GOOD TO KNOW

Dormitories are limited — most international students rent private apartments; universities and local
groups help with the search.
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STEP 09 OF 10

Understand Work Rules

WHAT TO KNOW

Work options for international students are limited and should be confirmed with your university
and the authorities. Kosovo has a young, entrepreneurial economy, but the formal job market is small
— don't rely on part-time work to fund your studies.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW TO HELP

Treat part-time work as uncertain: confirm the rules, and budget to fund your studies fully, since

Kosovo's formal job market is small.

WATCH oUT
Don't rely on part-time work — confirm what's permitted, and plan to cover your costs from other sources.
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STEP 10 OF 10

Thrive & Work After Study

WHAT TO KNOW

Kosovo's young, entrepreneurial scene (especially in tech) offers opportunities, and a RIT Kosovo
(US) degree travels globally. For other Kosovo degrees, verify recognition in your target country
before planning your next step.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW T O HELP
Plan your next step with recognition in mind: a RIT Kosovo degree is globally recognized, while

other Kosovo degrees should be verified in your target country.

WATCH OoUT

For non-RIT Kosovo degrees, confirm recognition in the country where you'll use it — this is the
recurring key check.
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QUICK REFERENCE

Studying in Kosovo: The Essentials

A snapshot — Kosovo is partially recognized, so verify degree recognition carefully, and confirm
details with the Ministry of Internal Affairs and your university.

. K12 ACADEMICS — STUDYING IN KOSOVO: A GUIDE FOR STUDYING IN KOSOVO: THE
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS ESSENTIALS

Recognition (read first)

Kosovo is recognized by many countries but not all (not Serbia, Russia, China, or several EU members);
degree recognition, documents, and travel vary — verify before relying on a Kosovo qualification. RIT
Kosovo grants US-accredited degrees, recognized internationally.

The system

Seven state universities led by the University of Prishtina (largest); RIT Kosovo (English, US degrees);
private institutions (AAB); ECT5-based.

Entry & permit
Some nationalities need an entry visa (limited missions — apply early); all longer-stay students apply for
a temporary residence permit at the Ministry of Internal Affairs (Migration Directorate).

Money

Tuition ~€1,000-3,000/year (RIT Kosovo higher, US degree); prove ~€5,000 funds plus health insurance
and accommodation; Erasmus+ and Kosovo Scholarship Fund available.

Language, work & after

Albanian (main) or English (RIT Kosovo, private institutions); work options are limited (budget fully); a RIT
degree fravels globally, other degrees need recognition checks.
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YOUR KOSOVO JOURNEY STARTS HERE

Find Your
Community.

Explore our other Studying in [Country] guides, Top Universities by Country,
and country guides — among 1,297 free resources.
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