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ABOUT K12 ACADEMICS

The world’s largest
education resource.

Online since 2004, K12 Academics has helped millions of families, students and educators
find the right school, college, camp, business and program in their community —
for every kind of learner.

AFFORDABLE, SPANISH IMMERSION, EXTRAORDINARY BIODIVERSITY

Ecuador offers affordable, quality higher education — led by USFQ (top private, with
English-taught courses and unique Galapagos and Amazon campuses) and PUCE — plus rich
Spanish immersion and extraordinary biodiversity (the Andes, Amazon, coast, and
Galapagos). It also uses the US dollar, simplifying budgeting. Students get a Temporary
Resident-Student visa (12-V). This guide walks it in ten steps.

General guidance, notlegal or immigration advice. Ecuadorian rules, tuition, and the funds
reguirement change. The details here are recent examples and must be confirmed with your university,
Ecuadorian immigration, and the Ecuadorian consulate.
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STEP 01 OF 10

Understand Why Students Choose
Ecuador

WHAT TO KNOW

Ecuador offers affordable tuition, immersive Spanish, some English-taught programs (USFQ),
extraordinary biodiversity (Andes, Amazon, Galapagos), and the convenience of the US
dollar — a distinctive, well-rounded destination.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW TO HELP
Weigh Ecuador's affordability, biodiversity, and USFQ's English options against a mostly

Spanish-taught system — for field science and Spanish immersion, it's excellent.

GOOD TO KNOW

Ecuador’s use of the US dollar simplifies budgeting, and Its biodiversity Is world-class — a unigue
combination.
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e STEP 02 OF 10

Understand the System

WHAT TO KNOW

The standout is USFQ (Universidad San Francisco de Quito — top private, liberal arts, many
English courses, Galapagos and Amazon campuses). Others include PUCE (Pontificia

Universidad Catolica), UDLA, UEES, ESPOL (engineering), and the public Universidad Central
del Ecuador. The CES regulates the system.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW TO HELP
Choose USFQ (for English-taught options and unique field campuses) or PUCE/ESPOL/Universidad

Central by field, confirming the language of instruction and CES recognition.

WATCH OoUT

USFQ offers 80+ English-taught courses each semester and campuses in the Galapagos and Amazon
— distinctive for field study.
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5 STEP 03 OF 10

Get the Student Visa (12-V)

WHAT TO KNOW

For programs over 90 days you need a Temporary Resident-Student visa (Visa 12-V), applied for
via an Ecuadorian consulate (or the Ministry of Foreign Affairs). You'll provide an acceptance letter,

proof of funds, insurance, and documents recognized by Ecuador’s Ministry of Education. Your
university guides the process.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW T O HELP
Apply for the Temporary Resident-Student visa (12-V) with your acceptance letter, funds, and

insurance — your university guides the process, and documents must be recognized by the Ministry
of Education.

GOOD TO KNOW

Foreign secondary/academic documents must be recognized by Ecuador’s Ministry of Education —
arrange this early.
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4 STEP 04 OF 10

Apply to Universities

WHAT TO KNOW

Apply directly to each university. USFQ uses a PAA (Academic Aptitude Test) for admission and
offers many English courses: other universities have their own admissions. Provide transcripts and
Spanish (or English) proot: documents need translation and Ministry-of-Education recognition.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW TO HELP

Apply directly to your chosen university (USFQ's PAA, or another’s admissions), with transcripts and

language proof, and Ministry-recognized documents.

GOOD TO KNOW

USFQ welcomes exchange and degree students from 80+ nationalities — with strong international
support.
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STEP 05 OF 10

Plan for Tuition & Scholarships

WHAT TO KNOW

Tuition is affordable (varying by university and program: public universities are cheapest, private
universities like USFQ higher but still reasonable). Universities and external organizations offer
scholarships, often covering tuition — ask each institution.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW TO HELP

Budget the affordable tuition (public cheapest: USFQ higher but reasonable) plus low living costs,

and pursue university/external scholarships that often cover tuition.

GOOD TO KNOW
Ecuador's low living costs (~$500-800/month) and US-dollar economy make budgeting simple.
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STEP 068 OF 10

Meet the Financial Requirement

WHAT TO KNOW

For the visa you show proof of funds covering tuition and living, health insurance, and standard
documents. Living costs are low (~$500-800/month). Confirm the exact amount and documents with

your university and the Ecuadorian consulate.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW TO HELP
Prepare proof of funds and insurance plus your recognized documents — confirm the exact

requirements with your university and the Ecuadorian consulate.

GOOD TO KNOW
Living costs are low — the US-dollar economy makes budgeting straightforward for many students.
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7 STEP 07 OF 10

Meet Language Requirements

WHAT TO KNOW

Most programs are taught in Spanish (proficiency required), but USFQ offers many English-
taught courses (and its Galapagos program is in English). Universities provide Spanish support:
immersion builds your Spanish quickly — a valued global skill.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW TO HELP

Confirm your program'’s language — choose English-taught courses at USFQ or study in Spanish

(with support) — and use immersion to build Spanish.

GOOD TO KNOW

USFQ's English courses (and English Galapagos program) make it accessible even with limited
Spanish.
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STEP 08 OF 10

Prepare for the Move

WHAT TO KNOW

After arriving, complete your residency, arrange housing (host families are popular), and set up
banking. Most students are based in Quito (a UNESCO World Heritage city at ~2,850m — note the
altitude) or Guayaquil/Cuenca; USFQ's Galapagos campus is an option. Ecuador is affordable and
welcoming.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW TO HELP

Handle arrival admin — residency, housing (host families), banking — in Quito (note the altitude),

Guayaquil, or Cuenca: UsFQ—s Galapagos campus is a unique option.

GOOD TO KNOW
Quito sits at ~2 850m altitude — allow time to acclimatize on arrival.
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STEP 09 OF 10

Explore Unique Field Settings

WHAT TO KNOW

Ecuador's biodiversity is a standout for study: USFQ operates a Galapagos campus and an
Amazon biological field station (Tiputini), and the country spans the Andes, Amazon, and
Pacific coast — ideal for environmental science, biology, ecology, and field research.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW TO HELP

Take advantage of Ecuador's unique field settings (USFQ's Galapagos campus and Amazon

station: the Andes and coast) for environmental science, biology, and field research.

GOOD TO KNOW

For biology, ecology, and environmental field research, Ecuador's Galapagos and Amazon access is
genuinely world-class.
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STEP 10 OF 10

Thrive & After Study

WHAT TO KNOW

Ecuador's strengths in biodiversity, environmental science, and field research, plus your
Spanish skills, open regional and research opportunities. Confirm the current post-study
visa/residency pathway if you want to stay, and use your networks.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW TO HELP
Leverage Ecuador's environmental/field-research strengths and your Spanish for regional and

research opportunities, and confirm the current post-study pathway if you want to stay.

GOOD TO KNOW
Confirm the current post-study options — they can change, and vary by field and situation.
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QUICK REFERENCE

Studying in Ecuador: The Essentials

A snapshot — figures change, so confirm with your university, Ecuadorian immigration, and the
Ecuadorian consulate.

The system

Universidad San Francisco de Quito (USFQ — top private, many English courses, Galapagos and Amazon
campuses), PUCE, UDLA, ESPOL, and the public Universidad Central del Ecuador; the CES regulates the
system.

The visa
Programs over 90 days need a Temporary Resident-5Student visa (Visa 12-V) via an Ecuadorian consulate
or the Ministry, with an acceptance letter, funds, insurance, and documents recognized by the Ministry of
Education.

Affordable (public cheapest; USFQ higher but reasonable); university and external scholarships (often
covering tuition); low living costs (~3$500-800/month) in a US-dollar economy.

Language & setting

Most programs in Spanish {with support), but USFQ offers many English-taught courses (and an English
Galapagos program); note Quito's ~2,850m altitude.

Strengths & after

World-class biodiversity and field study (USFQ's Galapagos campus and Amazon Tiputini station; Andes
and coast); environmental/field-research strengths and Spanish open regional careers — confirm the
post-study pathway.

[ Tuition & scholarships
i
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YOUR ECUADOR JOURNEY STARTS HERE

Find Your
Community.

Explore our other Studying in [Country] guides, Top Universities by Country,
and country guides — among 1,297 free resources.
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