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ABOUT K12 ACADEMICS

The world’s largest
education resource.

Online since 2004, K12 Academics has helped millions of families, students and educators
find the right school, college, camp, business and program in their community —
for every kind of learner.

VERY AFFORDABLE, SPANISH IMMERSION (SPANISH REQUIRED)

Bolivia is a very affordable, culturally rich destination best suited to students seeking
Spanish immersion, historic public universities (UMSA, UMSS), or medical/global-
health experience. Be clear up front: most programs are taught in Spanish, so
proficiency is essential, and many international students come for immersion or clinical

electives rather than full English-taught degrees. Students get a student visa. This guide
walks it in ten steps.

General guidance, notlegal, immigration, or medical-licensing advice. Bolivian rules, tuition, and
requirements change (e.g. a yellow-fevervaccination is required). The details here are recent examples
and must be confirmed with the Direccion General de Migracion, your university, and the Bolivian
consulate.
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STEP 01 OF 10

Understand Whether Bolivia Fits You

WHAT TO KNOW

Bolivia suits students who want very affordable study, immersive Spanish, historic public
universities, or medical/global-health experience — but most programs are in Spanish, so it's
best for Spanish speakers (or those committed to learning) rather than English-taught degree
seekers.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW TO HELP

Weigh Bolivia's affordability and immersion against its Spanish-only teaching — it's excellent for

Spanish study or clinical electives, less so for English-taught degrees.

WATCH OoUT

Be realistic: Bolivia Is a Spanish-language destination — superb for immersion, but plan for Spanish
proficiency.
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e STEP 02 OF 10

Understand the System

WHAT TO KNOW

The leaders are the public Universidad Mayorde San Andrés (UMSA — La Paz, founded 1830
the most prestigious; broad programs including health sciences, with scholarships for
international students) and Universidad Mayor de San Simén (UMSS — Cochabamba,
research-focused), plus private universities (Universidad Catolica Boliviana, Universidad Privada
Boliviana).

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW TO HELP
Choose a historic public university (UMSA UMSS — affordable, broad) or a private university, by

field — all mostly Spanish-taught.

GOOD TO KNOW

UMSA offers several scholarships specifically for international students — worth exploring.
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5 STEP 03 OF 10

Get the Student Visa

WHAT TO KNOW

You can apply for a student visa in advance at a Bolivian consulate (with admission proof), or
enter on a tourist visa (~$160) and convert to student status (~$50) within 30 days at the

Direccion General de Migracion in your host city. A yellow-fever vaccination is required;
documents must be in order.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW TO HELP

Apply for the student visa in advance, or enter on a tourist visa and convert within 30 days at the

Direccion General de Migracion — and get your yellow-fever vaccination.

WATCH OoUT

A yellow-fever vaccination is required for the visa — arrange it {and any recommended travel
vaccines) before departure.
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4 STEP 04 OF 10

Apply to Universities

WHAT TO KNOW

Apply directly to each university. Spanish proficiency is essential (many students first take an
intensive Spanish course): provide academic transcripts, a study certificate/admission, and standard
documents. Confirm your program'’s requirements and start dates directly with the institution.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW TO HELP

Apply directly to your chosen university, ensuring Spanish proficiency (an intensive Spanish

course is common first), with transcripts and admission documents.

GOOD TO KNOW

Many students take an intensive Spanish course first — useful for both study and clinical/immersion
experiences.
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STEP 05 OF 10

Plan for Tuition ® Costs

WHAT TO KNOW

Tuition is very affordable (public universities cheapest: international students typically pay more
than residents, but costs remain low by global standards). Living costs are low. Some universities
offer scholarships for international students — ask each institution.

BY THE NUMBERS

- ] -

Ve ry affordable Int'l SEhﬂiarshlps

public cheapest pay more than reseents & universities

HOW TO HELP

Budget the very affordable tuition (public cheapest: internationals pay somewhat more) plus low

living costs, and ask about international scholarships.

GOOD TO KNOW

Overall costs are among the lowest of any destination — the main practical draw alongside Iimmersion.
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STEP 068 OF 10

Meet the Financial Requirement

WHAT TO KNOW

For the visa you show proof of funds and standard documents. Crucially, there is no public
healthcare forinternational students, so private health insurance is essential. You'll also need

your yellow-fever certificate. Confirm the exact requirements with the Direccion General de
Migracion.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW TO HELP

Prepare proof of funds, private health insurance (essential —no public cover for

internationals), and your yellow-fever certificate: confirm specifics with immigration.

GOOD TO KNOW

Private health insurance is essential — international students have no access to public healthcare in
Bolivia.
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7 STEP 07 OF 10

Meet Language Requirements

WHAT TO KNOW

The language of instruction is Spanish, so proficiency is essential (Quechua and Aymara are also
widely spoken as indigenous languages). Bolivia is an excellent place for Spanish immersion —
many students build fluency quickly through daily practice and intensive courses.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW TO HELP
Plan for Spanish proficiency (essential), and use Bolivia's immersive setting — often with an

intensive course first — to build fluency quickly.

GOOD TO KNOW
Bolivia is superb for Spanish immersion — a genuine strength for language learners.
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STEP 08 OF 10

Prepare for the Move

WHAT TO KNOW

After arriving, complete your migration registration/conversion (within 30 days), arrange
housing (host families are popular), and set up banking and private insurance. Prepare for
altitude (La Paz sits at ~3 600m — allow time to acclimatize). Most students are based in La Paz,
Cochabamba, Sucre, or Santa Cruz.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW TO HELP

Handle arrival admin — migration registration (30 days}, housing (host families), banking,

private insurance — and acclimatize to La Paz—s altitude.

GOOD TO KNOW
La Paz sits at ~3 600m altitude — allow time to acclimatize on arrival, and stay hydrated.
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STEP 09 OF 10

Explore Immersion & Medical Experience

WHAT TO KNOW

Bolivia is popular for Spanish immersion and for medical/global-health electives and clinical
rotations (at UMSA UMSS, and teaching hospitals) — though clinical roles are often observational
for visitors, given language and the local medical system. It's a rich setting for language, cultural and
health-focused study.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW TO HELP
Use Bolivia for Spanish immersion and medical/global-health electives (at UMSA/UMSS and

teaching hospitals) — noting clinical roles are often observational for visitors.

GOOD TO KNOW

For visiting medical students, clinical rotations are often observational — due to language and the local
system; strong Spanish helps.

. K12 ACADEMICS — STUDYING IN BEOLIVIA: A GUIDE FOR EXPLORE IMMERSION & MEDICAL

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS EXPERIENCE £



STEP 10 OF 10

Thrive & After Study

WHAT TO KNOW

Bolivia's Spanish immersion and cultural/health experience, plus your language skills, build a
strong regional and global profile. For any degree or medical study, verify recognition and
licensing where you'll use it. Confirm the current post-study pathway if you want to stay.

BY THE NUMBERS
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HOW T O HELP
Leverage Bolivia's Spanish immersion and cultural/health experience, verify recognition for any

degree/medical study, and confirm the current post-study pathway if you want to stay.

GOOD TO KNOW

For degrees or medicine, verify recognition and licensing where you'll use your qualification — an
essential step.

. K12 ACADEMICS — STUDYING IN BEOLIVIA: A GUIDE FOR INT ERNATIONAL THRIVE & AFTER

STUDENTS STUD Y 12



QUICK REFERENCE

Studying in Bolivia: The Essentials

A snapshot — most programs are in Spanish, and figures change, so confirm with your university, the
Direccion General de Migracion, and the Bolivian consulate.

The system

The public Universidad Mayor de San Andrés (UMSA — La Paz, founded 1830, the most prestigious;
scholarships for internationals) and Universidad Mayor de San Simon (UMSS — Cochabamba), plus
private universities (Catdlica Boliviana, UPB); mostly Spanish-taught.

Visa & health

Apply for a student visa in advance, or enter on a tourist visa (~$160) and convert to student status
(~$50) within 30 days at the Direccion General de Migracion; a yellow-fever vaccination is required;
private health insurance Is essential.

Very affordable (public cheapest; internationals pay more than residents); Spanish is the medium of
instruction (essential), with Quechua/Aymara also spoken; excellent for Spanish immersion (often with an
intensive course first).

Best for

Spanish immersion, study at historic public universities, and medical/global-health electives (clinical roles
often observational for visitors); less suited to English-taught degree seekers.

Practicalities & after

Prepare for altitude (La Paz ~3,600m) and the yellow-fever/insurance requirements; for degrees or
medicine, verify recognition and licensing where you'll use your qualification.
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YOUR BOLIVIA JOURNEY STARTS HERE

Find Your
Community.

Explore our other Studying in [Country] guides, Top Universities by Country,
and country guides — among 1,297 free resources.
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