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ABOUT K12 ACADEMICS

The world’s largest
education resource.

Online since 2004, K12 Academics has helped millions of families find the right school,
college, camp, business and program in their community. Helping you choose is what
we do — this guide is the map.

MORE CHOICE THAN EVER

Families today can choose from more kinds of schools 0 and more ways to pay for them 0
than any generation before. But choice only helps if you understand the options. This guide

walks through every major school type, then the funding programs that can open doors,
and finally howto decide.

EACH SCHOOL-TYPE PAGE SHOWS

What itis - Key facts (cost, admission, availability) - Best for (who thrives) - Good to know (the
honest caveat)
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1 SCHOOLTYPE 01 OF 10

Traditional Public Schools

The default — and still the choice of most

WHAT IT IS

Free, government-funded neighborhood schools open to every child in the attendance zone. About
9 in 10 U.S. students attend one.

KEY FACTS

-

Free Zoned ~90%

no tuition, funded by taxes assigned by your address of L5, students attend

BEST FOR

Families wanting a local, no-cost option with the full range of sporis, activities, and services,

including robust special education.

GOOD TO KNOW

Quality and funding vary by district and even by school — but open enrolilment in many states now lets
you request a public school outside your zone.
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SCHOOLTYPE 02 OF 10

Public Charter Schools

Public and free, but run independently

WHAT IT IS

Publicly funded but independently operated schools that trade some regulation for flexibility, under a
performance “charter” they must renew.

KEY FACTS

- -y - -y L -y

Free Lottery Themed

publicly funded, no tuition admission when oversubscribed often a specific focus

BEST FOR

Families wanting a free public option with a distinct focus — STEM, classical, aris, or college-prep

— or a different approach than their zoned school.

GOOD TO KNOW

Admission Is often by lottery; quality varies widely by operator; and not all offer transportation or the full
speclal-education services of a district.
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SCHOOLTYPE 03 OF 10

Magnet Schools

Public schools built around a theme

WHAT IT IS

Public schools with a specialized theme — STEM, performing arts, IB, world languages — designed

to draw motivated students across district lines.

KEY FACTS

- -y - -y L

Free Application Specialized

public, no tuition often testing or audition desp theme focus

BEST FOR

Students with a strong interest or talent in the magnet's theme who want to go deep with like-

minded peers.

GOOD TO KNOW

Admission can be competitive and may require testing, a portfolio, or an audition; transportation and
avallable seats vary by program.
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4 SCHOOLTYPE 04 OF 10

Private Independent Schools

Tuition-funded, fully self-governed

WHAT IT IS

Schools funded by tuition rather than government, with full control over their curriculum, admissions,
and philosophy — and often small classes and rich resources.

KEY FACTS

- -y - -y L -y

Tuition Selective Aid

varies widdy by school application + often testing necd-based aid common

BEST FOR

Families seeking small classes, a specific philosophy, or resources who can pay or secure aid —

and students who fit the school's culture.

GOOD TO KNOW

Cost is the real barrier — but most independent schools offer need-based aid, so never rule one out
before asking the financial-ald office.
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SCHOOLTYPE 05 OF 10

Religious & Faith-Based Schools

Academics woven with faith

WHAT IT IS

Private schools — Catholic, Christian, Jewish, Islamic, and more — that integrate a faith tradition and
its values with academics.

KEY FACTS

- g L -y * -y

Tuition Faith-based Aid

often lower than independent values woven throughout frequently available

BEST FOR

Families who want their faith and values reflected in their child’s daily education and community.

GOOD TO KNOW

Religious instruction and observance are part of the program, and policies reflect the tradition — a great
fit for some families, and worth understanding fully for all.

. K12 ACADEMICS — UNDERSTANDING SCHOOL CHOICE RELIGIOUS & FAITH-BASED SCHOOLS o7



SCHOOLTYPE 08 OF 10

Montessori Schools

Child-led. hands-on, mixed-age

WHAT IT IS

A method (public or private) built on self-directed learning, hands-on materials, and mixed-age
classrooms, following Maria Montessori's approach.

KEY FACTS
Public or private Mixed-age Self-directed
both modds exist 3-year classroom spans child sets thepace

BEST FOR

Independent, curious learners who thrive with autonomy, concrete materials, and freedom to

follow their interests.

GOOD TO KNOW

The name "Montessori” isn't protected — quality varies enormously, so look for AMI or AMS
accreditation and observe a classroom before enrolling.
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7 SCHOOLTYPE 07 OF 10

Waldorf Schools

Arts, imagination, and unhurried academics

WHAT IT IS

An arts-integrated, developmentally-paced approach emphasizing creativity, nature, storytelling, and
a later, gentler start to formal academics.

KEY FACTS
Mostly private Arts-rich Low-tech
some public charters exist creativity across subjects screens introduced late

BEST FOR

Families who value creativity, play, and nature, and a childhood-first pace over early academic

pressure.

GOOD TO KNOW

The later start on reading and limited early technology suit many children beautifully but can complicate
transfers — plan transitions thoughtfully.
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SCHOOLTYPE 08 OF 10

Online ® Virtual Schools

Full-time school, anywhere

WHAT IT IS

Complete schooling delivered remotely — public or private — with flexible pacing and location, from
accredited virtual academies to online private schools.

KEY FACTS
Free or tuition Remote Flexible
public options arefres learn from anywhere self-paced scheduling

BEST FOR

Students needing flexibility — elite athletes, health needs, travel, advanced pacing — or a calmer

environment than a large campus.

GOOD TO KNOW

Success demands strong self-motivation and an engaged support adult; the trade-off is less in-person
soclal life and fewer hands-on extracurriculars.
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SCHOOLTYPE 092 OF 10

Homeschooling

Parent-directed, fully customized

WHAT IT IS

Education directed by the family at home, with complete control over curriculum, pace, schedule, and
values — legal in all 50 states.

KEY FACTS
Legal in all 50 Family-funded Customized
rules vary by state curriculum costs vary total flexibility

BEST FOR

Families wanting maximum customization and involvement, with the time and commitment to lead

learning day to day.

GOOD TO KNOW

State rules (notification, testing, records) vary widely, and socialization and structure need intentional
planning — co-ops, sports, and classes fill the gap.
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SCHOOLTYPE 10 OF 10

Microschools & Learning Pods

The one-room schoolhouse, reinvented

WHAT IT IS

Very small often mixed-age schools or family co-ops — a modemn one-room-schoolhouse model
that grew rapidly after 2020.

KEY FACTS
5-15 students Tuition or co-op Newer
intentionally tiny cost-shared models a fast-growing cption

BEST FOR

Families wanting a small, personalized, community-driven setling with close relationships and

flexibility.

GOOD TO KNOW

This Is a newer, less-regulated model — accreditation, teacher credentials, and permanence vary, so
vet the specific program carefully.
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PAYING FOR CHOICE

Funding ® Choice Programs

Private and specialized schools can be more affordable than they look. A growing set of state
programs helps families pay 0 here are the four youlll hear about most.

Open Enrollment

Lets you send your child to a public school outside your zoned area or district — the most common,
lowest-barrier form of choice.

Vouchers

Provide public funds you can apply toward private-school tuition. Availability, amounts, and
eligibility vary widely by state.

Education Savings Accounts (ESAs)

Deposit public funds into a flexible account you spend on approved costs — private tuition,
tutoring, curriculum, therapies — the fastest-growing choice program.

Tax-Credit Scholarships

Fund private-school scholarships through donations that donors claim as tax credits — a common
workaround where direct vouchers arent avalilable.

Check your state. These programs vary enormously — some states have all four, some have none.
Search your state's department of education for 'school choice’ to see what's available to you.
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THE DECISION

How to Choose

There's no “pest” school — only the best fit for your child. Weigh these five, in this order.

Start with your child

Their learning style, needs, strengths, and struggles come before any school's reputation.

Academics & support
Curriculum rigor, class size, special-education and gifted services, and how they support your child
specifically.

Cost & logistics
True cost after aid, transportation, hours, and daily commute — the practical details that make it
sustainable.

Culture & values
The community, discipline approach, and values — does your child belong here?

Visit and ask
Tour, sitin on a class, talk to current families, and ask hard questions before you commit.

The one rule: the right school is the one where your child will be known, challenged, and happy —

not the one with the best name.
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NOW FIND IT

Find Your
Community.

You know the options — now find the school. Search 200+ directories of
schools by type, location & focus, and explore 1,297 free guides at our
resource library.
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