K12 ACADEMICS — GRADE-BY-GRADE PARENT ROADMAPS

Third Grade
Roadmap

A parent’s roadmap to third grade — the pivotal year when kids shift
from ‘learning to read’ to ‘reading to learn,” multiplication arrives,
and the first big tests appear.
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ABOUT K12 ACADEMICS

The world’s largest
education resource.

Online since 2004, K12 Academics has helped millions of families, students and educators
find the right school, college, camp, business and program in their community —
for every kind of learner.

THE PIVOT YEAR

Third grade is a pivot. Children shift from “learning to read” to “reading to learn "
multiplication arrives, and in many states the first standardized tests appear. Gaps that were
hidden can surface now — which is exactly why this year gets so much attention. This
roadmap walks it in ten steps.

General guidance. Children develop at theirown pace, and expectations vary by school and state. This
roadmap describes typical pattemns; for concems about your child, talk with their teacher, school, or
pediatrician.
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STEP 01 OF 10

Why Third Grade Is Pivotal

WHAT TO KNOW

Third grade is where the demands shift from skills to knowledge. Children are expected to read to

learn, write to explain, and reason mathematically — and for the first time, many take state tests. lt's
a genuine turning point.

BY THE NUMBERS
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Skills — knowledge Higher demands First tests
a real shift across subjects in many states

HOW TO HELP

Approach third grade as an important but manageable pivot — support the shift to reading-to-

learn, and keep an eye out for any gaps that surface.

GOOD TO KNOW

The famous "third-grade reading” milestone matters because kids now learn from text — strong reading
unlocks every subject.
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STEP 02 OF 10

Reading to Learn

WHAT TO KNOW

The central shift: children now read to gain knowledge, not just to practice reading.
Comprehension, vocabulary, and reading nonfiction and chapter books become the focus across
every subject.

BY THE NUMBERS
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Reading to learn Comprehension Nonfiction
the big shift now central + chapter books

HOW TO HELP

Focus on comprehension and vocabulary: discuss what your child reads, read nonfiction together,

and make sure they truly understand, not just decode.

WATCH oUT

If a child still struggles to decode in third grade, “reading to learn” stalls across every subject — address
it urgenitly.
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e STEP 03 OF 10

J

Writing Grows More Demanding

WHAT TO KNOW

Writing expands into multi-paragraph pieces — opinion, informative, and narrative — with real
structure, revising, and evidence. Children are expected to plan, draft, and improve their writing.

BY THE NUMBERS
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Multi-paragraph Three types Revise

real structure opinion, info, narrative plan, draft, improve

HOW TO HELP

Support the writing process — help your child plan before writing, and revise after — rather than

expecting a perfect first draft.

GOOD TO KNOW
Struggling to get ideas onto paper despite good ideas can signal dysgraphia — worth noticing now.
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Zl STEP 04 OF 10

Master Multiplication & Division

WHAT TO KNOW

The big new math is multiplication and division, plus an introduction to fractions and area.
Fluency with multiplication facts becomes a foundation for everything ahead.

BY THE NUMBERS
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Multiplication Division Fact fluency
the headline skill + intro to fractions a key foundation

HOW TO HELP

Practice multiplication facts until they're quick and confident — through games, songs, and daily

life — because they underpin fourth-grade math and beyond.

GOOD TO KNOW

Persistent trouble with number sense and math facts, despite effort, can signal dyscalculia — keep it on
your radar.
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STEP 05 OF 10

Navigate the First State Tests

WHAT TO KNOW

In many states, third grade brings the first standardized tests in reading and math. They matter for
schools, but for your child, the goal is calm preparation and keeping them in perspective.

BY THE NUMBERS
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First tests Keep perspective Stay calm
reading & math one snapshot reduce anxiety

HOW TO HELP

Prepare your child calmly — good sleep, breakfast, and reassurance — and treat the test as one

snapshot, never a verdict on who they are.

WATCH OoUT
Don't transmit test anxiety — a relaxed, “just do your best” message helps far more than pressure.
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STEP 06 OF 10

Social-Emotional Growth

WHAT TO KNOW

Third graders grow more socially complex and self-aware. They compare themselves to peers,

tie self-esteem to competence, and navigate more intricate friendships — making encouragement
and confidence important.

BY THE NUMBERS
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Self-aware Self-esteem Complex friendships
comparing to peers tied to competance cliques emerge

HOW TO HELP

Nurture confidence and effort, keep self-worth bigger than any grade or test, and support your

child through more complex social waters.

GOOD TO KNOW

As kids compare themselves more, a struggling learner’s confidence can dip — protect It actively.
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7 STEP 07 OF 10

Build Study ® Homework Habits

WHAT TO KNOW

Homework increases and real study skills begin — organizing materials, tracking assignments, and
studying for the first time. Building these habits now pays off for years.

BY THE NUMBERS
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More homework Study skills Organization
~30 minutes begin here track assignments

HOW TO HELP

Help your child get organized — an assignment system, a routine, a tidy spot — and coach basic

study skills as homework and tests grow.

GOOD TO KNOW

Third grade is a great time to build organization and study routines — they're the executive-function
skills middle school will demand.
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STEP 08 OF 10

Know Your Role This Year

WHAT TO KNOW

Your role: support comprehension and vocabulary, drill multiplication facts, manage test
anxiety, and build organization — while keeping your child’s confidence and love of learning intact.

BY THE NUMBERS
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Comprehension Math facts Confidence
talk about reading practice daily protect it

HOW TO HELP

Be the calm, encouraging partner: discuss reading, practice math facts, keeptestsin

perspective, and build habits — third grade rewards steady support.

GOOD TO KNOW

This pivotal year goes best when parents stay calm, involved, and confidence-focused — not anxious
about tests.
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STEP 09 OF 10

Watch For

WHAT TO KNOW

Third grade is when hidden gaps surface — the “third-grade slump.” Flag comprehension gaps,
reading that's still effortful, shaky multiplication, dropping confidence, or test anxiety.

BY THE NUMBERS
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Comprehension gaps Still decoding Confidence drop
understanding lags reading not automatic the slump

HOW TO HELP

if your child hits a slump — struggling to comprehend, keep up with math, or losing confidence — act

now: talk to the teacher and ask about support or evaluation.

WATCH oUT

Struggles that were maskable earlier show up in third grade — it's a key year to catch dyslexia,
dyscalculia, and attention Issues.
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STEP 10 OF 10

Summer & Fourth Grade Ahead

WHAT TO KNOW

Fourth grade raises the bar further — multi-digit math, deeper research and writing, and more
independence. Ending third grade reading to learn and knowing multiplication facts is right on track.

BY THE NUMBERS
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Grade 4 Independence Strong base
more complexity expected to grow comprehension + facts

HOW TO HELP

Over the summer, keep reading (especially nonfiction) and lock in multiplication facts — then

head into fourth grade ready for its greater demands.

GOOD TO KNOW

The two summer priorities after third grade: reading comprehension and multiplication fluency — they
carry into everything next.
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QUICK REFERENCE

Third Grade at a Glance

A friendly snapshot of typical third-grade milestones — a guide, not a test. This pivotal year varies
child to child.

Reading
Shifts to “reading to learn” — reads chapter books and nonfiction fluently and comprehends across
subjects, with growing vocabulary.

Writing
Writes structured multi-paragraph opinion, informative, and narrative pieces, and plans, drafts, and
revises.

Math

Masters multiplication and division, begins fractions and area, and builds fact fluency as a foundation.

Testing & social-emotional
Often the first state tests; grows more self-aware and socially complex, with self-esteem tied to
competence.

Watch for
The “third-grade slump” — comprehension gaps, still-effortful reading, shaky math facts, dropping
confidence, or test anxiety. Act early.
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THE PIVOT YEAR

Find Your
Community.

Explore our grade-by-grade roadmaps, Standardized Testing guide, and
leaming-support guides — among 1,297 free resources to help every
leamner thrive.
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