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ABOUT K12 ACADEMICS

The world’s largest
education resource.

Online since 2004, K12 Academics has helped millions of families, students and educators
find the right school, college, camp, business and program in their community —
for every kind of learner.

ACOMMON MOVE, DONE SMOOTHLY

Families change schools all the time — for a move, a better fit, or changing needs. Done well

a switch goes smoothly: done hastily, records, credits, or services can slip through the cracks.

This guide covers both the logistics and the human side, in ten steps.

General guidance. Enrollment, records, and transfer rules vary by school, district, and state. T his guide
describes typical steps; confirn specifics with both the old and new schools, and your district. For
services like an I[EP, know your legal rights.
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STEP 01 OF 10

Know When & Why Families Switch

WHAT TO KNOW

Families change schools for many reasons: moving or relocating, seeking a better academic or
social fit, addressing unmet needs, ora change in circumstances. Whatever the reason, it's
common and manageable.

BY THE NUMBERS

- g i -y L

Moving Better fit Changing needs

the most commaon reason academic or social new circumstances

HOW TO HELP

Be clear on why you're switching — it shapes what to look for in the new school and how to prepare

your child for the change.

GOOD TO KNOW

A switch driven by a clear reason (fit, needs, a move) tends to go better than a reactive one — know your

“why."
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STEP 02 OF 10

Research the New School

WHAT TO KNOW

Before enrolling (ideally before the move), research the new school and district: academics,
programs, culture, class sizes, and — crucially — whether they can serve any special needs your
child has.

BY THE NUMBERS

- g i -y L -y

Academics & programs Culture & size Special services
does it fit? the daily reality can they serve your child?

HOW TO HELP

Dig into the new school's academics, culture, and support services — tour if you can, and

confirm they can meet your child's specific needs before committing.

WATCH oUT

if your child has an IEP, EL, gifted, or other needs, confirm the new school can serve them before you
enroll — not after.
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STEP 03 OF 10

Handle the Logistics

WHAT TO KNOW

Enroliment requires paperwork: proof of residency, immunization records, birth certificate, and
transfer of academic records. Gather these early, and understand the new district’s enroliment
process and timing.

BY THE NUMBERS

- g i -y L

Proof of residency Immunizations Records
+ birth cerfificate up to date request the transfer

HOW TO HELP

Assemble the required documents early — residency proof, immunizations, records — and learn

the new school—s enroliment steps and deadlines to avoid delays.

GOOD TO KNOW

Missing paperwork is the #1 cause of enrollment delays — gather residency, immunization, and Identity
documents in advance.
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4 STEP 04 OF 10

Transfer Records, Credits & Services

WHAT TO KNOW

Request that transcripts, records, and grades transfer, confirm how credits align (especially in
high school), and ensure any IEP or 504 continues — by law, services must carry over during the
transition.

BY THE NUMBERS

- g i -y L -y

Records & transcripts Credit alignment IEP/504
reqguest transfer especially high school must continue

HOW TO HELP

Formally request records transfer from the old school, confirm credit alignment with the new one,

and make sure any IEP/504 is in place and continuing from day one.

WATCH oUT

An IEP or 504 legally follows the child — the new school must provide comparable services
immediately, so hold them to it
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STEP 05 OF 10

Time the Move Well

WHAT TO KNOW

When you have a choice, timing matters. A summer move is usually smoother (a fresh start with

everyone): a mid-year move is harder socially and academically but sometimes unavoidable. Plan
around what you can control.

BY THE NUMBERS

- - - oy -

Summer Mid-year Plan ahead
usually smoothest harder, but doable reduce disruption

HOW TO HELP

If you can, time the switch for a natural break (summer or a semester): if it must be mid-year, plan

extra support for the academic and social catch-up.

GOOD TO KNOW
Mid-year moves are tougher on kids soclally — extra connection and patience help them find their footing.
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STEP 06 OF 10

Ease the Academic Transition

WHAT TO KNOW

Schools differ in curriculum, pace, and where they are in the year. Your child may need to catch
up, review, or skip ahead in places. Expect some adjustment, and coordinate with teachers to fill

gaps.

BY THE NUMBERS

- g i -y L -y

Curriculum differs Gaps or overlaps Coordinate
pace & sequence normal with new teachers

HOW T O HELP
Talk with the new teachers about where your child is versus the class, and support any catch-up

(or provide challenge if they're ahead) in the early weeks.

GOOD TO KNOW

Curriculum mismatches are normal after a switch — a little targeted support early prevents a child from
falling behind or getting bored.
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7 STEP 07 OF 10

Support the Social Adjustment

WHAT TO KNOW

For most kids, the social side is the hardest part: entering established friend groups, learming new
norms, and finding where they belong. It takes time — often weeks to months — and active support
helps.

BY THE NUMBERS

- g i -y L -y

Making friends New norms Takes time
the biggest hurdie eveary school differs weeks tomonths

HOW T O HELP
Help your child connect — activities and clubs are the fastest route to friends — and reassure them

that feeling like an outsider at first is normal and temporary.

GOOD TO KNOW

Joining a club, team, or activity is the single best way to make friends at a new school — encourage it
early.
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STEP 08 OF 10

Support the Emotional Side

WHAT TO KNOW

Switching schools brings real emotions: grief for old friends and the familiar, anxiety about the new,
and sometimes resentment (especially with a move). Acknowledging the feelings helps kids move
through them.

BY THE NUMBERS

- - - oy - ]

Grief Anxiety Validate
for the old & familiar about the new the fedlings are real

HOW TO HELP

Acknowledge and validate your child's feelings about leaving and starting over — listen, stay

patient and let them keep ties to old friends while building new ones.

GOOD TO KNOW
Don't rush a child past the sadness of leaving — validating it helps them settle into the new school faster.
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STEP 09 OF 10

Handle Special Considerations

WHAT TO KNOW

Some situations need extra care: IEP/504 continuity, English-learner services, gifted
placement, and (in high school) athletic eligibility and graduation-requirement differences.
Confirm each proactively.

BY THE NUMBERS

- g i -y L -y

IEP/504 & EL Gifted/advanced HS athletes

must continue re-confirm placement check digibility rules

HOW TO HELP

Proactively confirm services, placements, and (for athletes) eligibility transfer correctly — don't

assume; each has its own rules that vary by state and district.

WATCH oUT

Transfer athletes can face eligibility rules — and graduation requirements differ by state — check both
early in high school.
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STEP 10 OF 10

Help Them Settle In

WHAT TO KNOW

After the switch, stay engaged: get involved, communicate with teachers, encourage activities, and
give the adjustment time. Most kids settle within a semester — and watch for any that don't.

BY THE NUMBERS

(i .y - -y L -y

Stay involved Encourage activities Give it time
+ communicate the friend route ~3 Semester

HOW TO HELP

Support your child through the setiling-in period — stay in touch with teachers, encourage

involvement, and be patient — while watching for struggles that don—t ease.

WATCH oUT

If your child isn't settling after a semester — still friendless, struggling, or unhappy — loop in the
counselor and dig into why.
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QUICK REFERENCE

The School-Switch Checklist

A practical checklist for changing schools or districts — adapt it to your situation and confirm details
with both schools.

|
|
|
|
|

Before you switch
Research the new school/district, confirm it can serve your child's needs, and (ideally) tour it.

Documents

Gather proof of residency, birth certificate, immunization records, and identity documents for enroliment.

Records & services

Request transcript/records transfer, confirm credit alignment, and ensure any IEP/504/EL services
continue from day one.

Timing & academics
Time the move to a natural break if possible; coordinate with new teachers on gaps, overlaps, and
pacing.

Settling in
Encourage clubs/activities for friends, validate the emotions, stay in touch with the counselor, and give it
a semester.
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A SMOOTH NEW START

Find Your
Community.

Explore our Understanding School Choice, Special Education Journey, and
Parent’s Rights guides — among 1,297 free resources to help every family
thrive.
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